
Tactical Teaching: Reading is a series of three intensive and highly practical two-hour workshops intended to help
teachers in middle and high school settings support the literacy demands of their curriculum area.

Many learning area teachers baulk at the idea of having to ‘teach reading’ to their students, especially when there
is so much content to get through. This resource provides practical, hands-on approaches and activities that can be
easily implemented in all learning areas.

The Reading workshops listed below are available through STEPS Professional Development:

Not the Reading Teacher but a Teacher of Reading

Session 1: How to Help Students Use Reading Processes
Session 2: How to Make Reading Strategies Visible
Session 3: How to Build Text Form Knowledge

The Tactical Teaching course books form a critical part of this professional development resource that promotes
long-term commitment to education change. Together, the professional development and the course book support 
a strategic whole-school approach to improving student performance and learning outcomes.
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Tactical Teaching workshops in Thinking and Speaking & Listening are also available. For further information about Tactical
Teaching courses, please contact your nearest STEPS Professional Development office, or refer to our website: www.stepspd.com.
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Text form knowledge: Activities Overview

Most Tactical Teaching activities can be adapted to emphasise particular elements of text
form knowledge. Few activities serve only one purpose; however, effective instruction means
limiting the focus and being explicit about a particular aspect. One-off use of Tactical
Teaching Activities is unlikely to result in improved reading and learning without explicit
instruction and demonstration of the particular focus and follow-up opportunities for
practice.
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Tactical Teaching: Reading

Text form knowledge Guided practice activity Student
format
provided

1. Analysing Narratives

2. Speculate

3. Decipher

2. Three Step Approach

1. Change the Organisation

3. HEART Study System

1. Looking for Clues

�

�

2. Comparisons

�

3. Translations

4. Word Webs

1. Signal Words

2. Pattern Guide

3. Graphic Organisers

Text purpose
(pages 18–22)

Text organisation
(pages 26–32)

Text language
features
(pages 34–43)

Text structure
(pages 45–55)
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Tactical Teaching: Reading
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1. Looking for Clues

What is it?
Looking for Clues provides students with an opportunity to analyse the text language
features used in different text forms.

Why use it?
This activity supports comprehension through the analysis of texts. It involves examining
the placement and selection of words, which in turn leads to understanding the reasons for
the author’s word choices.

How do you use it?
• Identify the language features to be examined. Select those that are appropriate for the

text. (Refer to pages 8 and 9 for a list of language features.)
• Provide students with a copy of the student worksheet, which contains a list of the

language features chosen in the first column.
• Direct them to read the text and identify words and phrases that are examples of each

language feature. Have them record the words they find in the second column.
• Analyse the words and phrases as a whole class and discuss any patterns observed. This

analysis can be recorded in the third column.
• Provide opportunities over time for students to read and analyse similar text forms.

Encourage them to look for further patterns and to make generalisations about
language features particular to that form. For example, texts that persuade usually use
present tense when presenting a position in an argument.

�
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Looking for Clues student sample

Reflection task

How could I use this activity in my learning area?

Any modifications?

What texts or topics might be suitable?

How to Build Text Form Knowledge

www.stepspd.com 35

From Noodles around the world by Alex Blaikie. Reproduced with permission.
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